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SEPTEMBER, 1883. 


THE MONTH. 


Tus death of the Rev. T. Birks, Professor of Moral Philosophy at Cambridge, has 
removed from the stage of earthly life one whose name was widely known in con- 
nection with the Evangelical party in the Church of England. Beginning his 
clerical career as Curate at Watton to the Rey. Edward Bickersteth, whose daughter 
he afterwards married, he was associated from the first with the views and principles 
which inspired his ministry for twenty years at Kelshall, and afterwards at Trinity 
Church, Cambridge. He was an able controversialist, as well as a faithful and 
effective pastor ; and among others who experienced his power as a combatant was 
the late Bishop Colenso, to whom he replied in “ The Exodus of Israel” and “The 
Pentateuch and its Anatomists.” Perhaps his most important work was “The Bible 
and Modern Thought,” written in answer to “ Essays and Reviews.” His appoint- 
ment to the Chair of Moral Philosophy at Cambridge was regarded by the public as 
a practical protest against the views with regard to eternal punishment which had 
been held by his predecessor, the Rev. F. Denison Maurice. At the age of seventy- 
three, Professor Birks has closed a long, active, consistent, and usefal life. 


Reference is made in another colamu to the decease of the Rev. Canon 
Battersby, one of the Honorary Secretaries of the Evangelical Alliance. The 
removal of one so widely known, and so greatly beloved for his Christ-like qualities, 
is a serious loss, not only to the Alliance, but to the whole Church of Christ. 


Another venerable figure has disappeared from his familiar place, and has left a 
name which will long be held in reverential and affectionate memory. Robert Moffat 
has gone home to the Master whom he served with such fidelity in the mission-field. 
Brought up as a gardener, the young Scotchman was seized with a desire to go forth 
to evangelize the heathen world, and with some companions he sailed to the Cape in 
1816, in connection with the London Missionary Society. Throagh his influence, the 
much-dreaded Africaner became a changed man, to the astonishment of the colony. 
- The principal scene of Moffat’s labours was among the Bechuanas, whose language 
he mastered, not only that he might preach in it, but also for the purpose of 
translating the Scriptures. It was he who induced David Livingstone, who became 
his son-in-law, to tarn his thoughts to Africa and enter on that wonderful and heroic 
career which he accomplished. [For fifty years Moffat laboured in the Dark 
has gone to the better home above. His end was peace. 


The condition of things in Madagascar is very fer from satisfactory, and 
especially in the absence of any really reassuring information, the English 
people cannot regard without anxiety the proceedings of the French in that quarter 
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of the world. An article which has appeared in the Réews des] Deus Mondes is hardly 
anything but a jastification of French aggression, and exhibits a complete misunder- 
standing of the natare of Protestant missions. The writer seems to think that 
missions are simply indirect means for extending political influence and power. 
Missionaries are the pionsers of » policy of annexation, or something very like it, 


she can restore her wounded prestige by such proceedings, she will find out her 
mistake. It is to be most earnestly hoped that the clonded horison will soon clear. 


The withdrawsl of a Gumber of sisters belonging to St. John’s House, Norfolk 
Street, Strand, from the duties they had undertaken in nursing the sick at King’s 
College Hospital, has excited some public interest. The position taken up by the 
sisters was one which could not possibly be conceded. It is evident that the 
purposes for which hospitals are erected can only be qfficiently carried out by the 
nnrsing staff being under the control of the medical body. i 
differences arose from the sort of religious character which the sisterhood assumed, 
which led them to insist on their own ideas in regard to the treatment of patients 
“in a moral and religious manner.” It is a misfortune that anything should occur 
to interfere with the smooth working of a scheme by which ladies can devote them- 
selves to a task for which they are naturally so eminently fitted, and which is 
important a branch of Christian philanthropic labour. It is a way of doing good to 
which some of the noblest women have consecrated their lives, and we trust it will 
be still farther developed in the fatare. 


The Gchate on the ont come very 
results. It was shown by statistics that the number of juvenile criminals has been 
reduced by nearly one-half, and this amid a rapidly-growing population, Sir Lyon 
Playfair showed that the intellectual advancement which had been made had not 
been purchased at the expense of health and physical well-being, for juvenile mortality 
between the ages of five years and twenty had diminished by nearly one-third. The 
number of pupils in industrial schoals appears to be diminishing, which is satis- 
factory, as it proves that the number of children is smaller who are beyond the 
control of elementary day-schools. It is evident, therefore, that the country has 
already begun to receive large benefit from the operation of the Elementary 
Education Act. It is pleasing to know that the enormous labour and anxiety spent 
on this question has not been thrown away, and the next generation will reap still 

more abundantly the good fruits of the seed that has been sown. 


7 LITERARY. 
Tue difference between the spirit of Christianity and that of heathenism is hardly 
shown more strikingly in anything than in the position of woman under the one 
system and the other. The Gospel has broken the chains by which woman has been 
held in bondage under the power and caprice of man. Poetry and romance hare 
sometimes shed a false glamour over the condition of women in the East. The 
Zenana and its beauties have been celebrated in strains that seemed to paint a 
Paradise below. The stern facts of the case, however, the more they are inquired 
into, the less do they correspond with such romantic descriptions. Zenanas are 


London Missionary Society at Tamatave, who had been retained as a close prisoner 
on board a French man-of-war, has, however, just been released. If France imagines 
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found to be prison-hoases, which, at the best, have in them bat little to cheer their 
inmates, and which are often enough places of hardship, violence, and ill-usage. The 
heart of the Christian Church, and especially of a number of Christian ladies, has 
been drawn out in pity for their sisters in the East. Many efforts have been made 
under many difficulties to gain access to the women shut up and secluded from the 
stirring outer world, and who cannot, in consequence, be reached by ordinary 
missionary efforts. A narrative of these efforts has been written by Harriet 
Warner Ellis, under the title of “ Our Eastern Sisters and their Missionary Helpers” 
(Religious Tract Society). It is an interesting and touching book, especially in the 
_ short history it gives of the lives and deaths of some of the Christian ladies who have 
devoted themselves to labour in the cause. 


George Whitefield, in a review of the famous men of God in England, stands 
out in remarkable relief as a most interesting and exalted character. He was a 
mighty preacher, an indefatigable evangelist, and a devoted saint. Many others 
have doubtless excelled him in some gift or branch of the preacher's art, but 
probably no man since apostolic times combined such intense fervour of spirit with 
such marvellous oratorical endowments. His life of abounding labours embraced 
many strange and remarkable incidents, especially in regard to the effects produced 
even on his bitter enemies by his matchless eloquence and the power of that Gospel 
which he delighted to declare in all its simplicity, freedom, and graciousness. We 
welcome a record of his life and labours, written by J. R, Andrews, and published by 
Morgan and Scott, and trust that it will be effective.in promoting the great objects 
for which Whitefield spent his life. 

The recurrence of certain numbers in the Bible cannot fail to strike any attentive 
reader. Forty, for instance, occurs in several different connections, which has led te 
the conjectare that forty days constituted the period during which our first ts 
remained inhabitants of Eden. The number seven is still more prominently ne 
beginning with the narrative of the creation and ending with the various sevenfold 


series which occur in Revelation. From the pen of Stevenson A. Blackwood, o.3, 


(Morgan and Scott), we have a compilation of a very large number of passages under 
the title of “ The Number Seven in Scripture.” It is an interesting collection, even 
althongh the significance of the number may not be very clear. 


Aplioristic sayings have the advantage of being often very striking and 
memorable. They may put a valuable thought im « brilliant and portable form. 
Some famous books relating to Christian experience are of this character, among 
which we may name Pascal’s “ Thoughts,” and “‘ Private Thoughts on Religion,” by 
Adama, of Wintringham. We have received a little work named “ Choice Sayings,” 
by R. C. Chapman (Morgan and Scott), which consists of similar reflections, founded 
on Scripture, and arranged under appropriate headings. There is in it much food for 


From America we have received the early numbers of a new Evangelical 
monthly, entitled “ The Pulpit Treasury,” edited by J. Sanderson, pv.p., and published 
by E. B. Treat, New York. The contents are excellent, and remarkable for con- 
siderable variety of theological and literary matter, suitable for different occasions 
and various classes of readers. It contains, among other things, the announcements 
of the “ Chautanqua” school of theology, which has been organized for the purpose 
of training students in all parte of the world in every branch of sacred learning hy 
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means of « system of correspondence. Dr. Philip Schaff, Dr. Lyman Abbot, and 


several other distinguished names occur in the list of teachers in connection with this 
new organization, which appears to have made a very successful beginning. — 


Under the title of “At Rest among the Laos,” we have a touching little 
biography of a young lady missionary, named Mary Margaret Campbell (J. F. 
Shaw), who went out from America to the East, and whose career was véry soon 
brought to an end by her losing her life by drowning. The narrative is quietly and 
affectionately written, and is well fitted to stir up others to follow the example of 
her whose own personal labours were so soon cut short. 


In Biblical study the success of one effort calls forth another. The spread of 
interest produced by the diffusion of moderately-priced works has had the effect of 
stimulating the production of similar books, more especially adapted for certain 
classes of readers. We have already had occasion to notice the series of “ Hand- 
books for Bible Classes,” published by T. and T. Clark, of Edinburgh. We have 
now before us one of a series of Commentaries for Bible Classes, and Senior 
Sabbath Scholars, published by Blackie and Son. This is the “Gospel of Mark, 
with Introduction, Maps and Notes, by J. M. Lindsay, v.v., Free Ohurch 
College, Glasgow.” It is published at the very modest price of fourpence, so that 
it is cheap enough to be bought by every member of a Bible class. It does not aim 
at originality, but at practical usefulness, and is very well adapted for the purpose 
for which it has been written. 


The word Sociology was introduced into literature by the French philosopher, 
Auguste Comte, the founder of the Positiye system. In his classification of the 
sciences, he placed this new science as culminating point, by the addition of 
which the whole system was rendered complete. His philosophy found no place for 
either metaphysics or religion, but only for natural law. The word Sociology has 
thus come to be associated with materialistic systems of doctrines, and has been re- 


garded with suspicion by the Christian world. It is by no means necessary, how-. 


ever, to shun all inquiries into the development and regulating principles of society 
because the task has been undertaken by some who refuse to look beyond the blind 
action of mere material laws. On the contrary, society in its growth and nature can 
be best expounded by those who take spiritual forces into account. The introduc- 
tion of Christianity into the world was accompanied at once by the reformation of 
merely natural human society, so as to constitute, on a new basis, a new society, 


differing in its better elements from that into the midst of which it was introduced, 


and which it was intended in course of time to assimilate to itself. The principles 
which ought to rule and mould Christian society are found in the New Testament, 
and the investigation and exposition of them evidently form a department of theo- 
logical study. It is to this special study that the name of “Christian Sociology” 
has been given, and the subject, which may be regarded as a new one, is dealt with 
in a volume bearing that title, and written by J. H. W. Stuckenberg, p.v., Professor 
in the Theological Department of Wittenberg College (R. D. Dickinson). The first 
part of the book treats of the Nature and Relations of Christian Society, and the 
second purt deals with the subject of Christian Social Ethics. It is the product of 


a serious and thoughtful mind, and deals with a subject which is difficult, not only 


from its comparative novelty, but also from the prejudices and passions which the 
treatment is likely enough to excite; a subject, moreover, which it is very important 
writers should take in hand at a time when social questions are so eagerly and often 
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MARTIN LUTHER. : 


Pustic celebrations in honour of the four hundredth anniversary of the birth of 
Luther have already begun in Germany, although it is yet some months to the actual 
birthday of the great Reformer. The greatneds of the occasion renders it suitable 
that the celebration should take place at various points, and under various forms, 
and hence it is convenient that it should not be narrowed down to a single day or 
week, but have ample time allowed for its full development. We may safely ventare 
to say that no other commemorative festival which has taken place in our day 
could command so wide an interest or represent principles of profoander importance 
in their bearing on the welfare of mankind. The interest is not confined to Germany 
alone, but is co-extensive with Protestant Christianity thronghout the world. All 
Evangelical Churches are concerned in the career of the man who was raised up by 
Providence to strike such powerfal blows at the long-established tyranny of the 
Church of Rome, and to expound in all their clearness and simplicity the long-for- 
gotten principles of the Gospel of Christ. It will be seen from the intelligence 
given in another part of our present number, that a General Committee has been 
formed, in connection with the Evangelical Alliance, for the purpose of arranging a 
Lather Commemoration, and we trust that the matter will be taken up cordially by 
all Churches and Societies who hold Evangelical views, so as to have the effect of 
emphasizing anew the great principles involved in the Reformation. 

There are some aspects of his work in regard to which Lather holds an 
important place in relation mainly to his fellow countrymen. He did for the German 
language by his translation of ‘the Holy Scriptures what Dante did for the Italian- 
by his “ Divina Commedia.” Esch of these great masters laid a firm foundation for 
the literary development of his native tongue. Lach stands at the head of a new. 


literature, and if Dante possessed the more distinct genius, on the other hand-the 


literature of Germany has immeasurably surpassed that of Italy in influence and 
importance, Lather, moreover, was the leader in the great movement for the 
emancipation of Germany. The ruder population that lay beyond the Alps had been 
managed and held in check from their southern side. Rome had controlled those 


hardy tribes by her hierarchy and her intrigues, but Luther tanght them how to. 


break these bonds and assert their freedom. Within the bounds of Germany iteelf, 
the consequences which have flowed from the Reformation have been stupendous. 
The unity of the Empire was indeed destroyed by the separation of the Protestant 
from the Roman Catholic States, but an amount of freedom of action was thus- 
gained by the several Protestant States which mach more than compensated for the- 
evil. It is curious to note how the chain of events which had their beginning then. 
have only been reaching their consummation in our own time. Lather advised 
Albert of Prussia, the Grand Master of the Teutonic Order of the Knights of St. 
Mary, to dissolve that order of military monks, to marry, and to convert Prussia 
into an hereditary Duchy. That Protestant Prussia has now re-united almost all the 
German States into a new German Empire. The effects of the Protestant faith in 
securing political advancement and power are written as clearly in the history of the 
Continent as in that of our own country or of America. 

There is a wider view which may be taken of Luther's work. It was the most 
remarkable and successful protest on behalf of the individual-miud against the 
tyranny of a despotic traditionary system. Under this aspect Luther appears as 
the leader im that movement for free inquiry which has so strongly characterized 
our modern era. The science of our times, opposed as it often is to his personal 
convictions, may yet be justly called on to recognize Luther as the master spirit that 


we 
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opened up for it the way for unfettered investigation into all branches of knowledge. 
Many, indeed, are very willing to do honour to the great Reformer under this 
character who have not the slightest sympathy with the religious views for which he 
a0 earnestly contended. Nor do we object that his services should be recognized as 
one of the Liberators of the human mind, although we utterly repudiate the teaching 
of those whe would make the essence of Protestantism to consist merely in its 
affirmation of the right of private judgment. Protestantism is not synonymous 
with Free-thinking ; and self-designated Free-thinkers, so far from representing its 
genuine spirit, are really its worst enemies. : 

After all that has been ssid on other views of the matter, the Reformation 
was essentially a religious movement, and Lather’s principal claim to the grateful 
recollection of mankind lies in the fact that his soal was profoundly filled with deep 
religious conviction, and that he accomplished a great service to the world by 


rid of the accumulated rubbish of error and superstition by which for centuries 
they had been overlaid, and well-nigh destroyed. The Reformation was, in essence, 
a great religious revival, It wae accompanied by a remarkable outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit, kindling a true inward life in multitades of souls. It was this spiritual 


Reformation is unquestionably the most important event which has taken place in 
the history of the Church sinee the first establishment of Christianity. The hand of 
Providence was also most remarkably exhibited in the whole train of circumstances 
by which it was brought about. , In the political and ecclesiastical condition of the 
world, in the character -and training of the principal agent, and in the relationships 
of persons and places, everything was fitted to make the movement, which began in 
the greatest apparent weakness, attain at last to the most astonishing success. The 
scenes of Luther’s life possess a wonderful dramatic interest, and his own courageous 
and fervid nature compels our admiration. His life was not without mistakes, nor 
his character free from faults ; but he was a great and good man, and was honoured 
of God to accomplish a most noble work. It was his deep and agonising sense of 
sin, and his most earnest longing for forgiveness, which prepared him to understand 
and feel the power of the great Gospel principles of salvation as conveyed in the 
words, “The just shall live by faith.’ The seed of the Reformation lay in the 
personal experience of his own soul. He begun his work by dealing with the con- 
sciences of those who came to him to confess their sins, not by setting about to 
reform the abuses of the Church. His study of the old copy of the Latin Bible 
which he found in his monastery, prepared him for calling the Church back again to 
the simplicity of the Apostolic Gospel. When he began to lectare in public on the 
Scriptures, he attracted multitudes of hearers, not by his learning or eloquence, but 
by his heartfelt conviction. To his courage, unfalterins; amid the greatest perils, his 
bitterest enemies were compelled to bear reluctant witness. The strength of his 
judgment he showed when he refused the proffered aid of the Knights of Germany, 
and would not allow a spiritual cause to be defended with carnal weapons. It was 
in his dealings with the Swiss Reformers that we believe he made the greatest 


| bringing out the truths of Christianity with fresh force and clearness, and getting 
| 
" i quickening which gave it its trae character, and which produced its appropriate 
S i outward effects in separation from the Church of Rome, and the fermation of new 
-_ Churches on s more scriptural model, with simpler worship, better constitution, and 
| purer creed. All the other benefits which flowed from the Reformation were collateral 
| and subordinate to its spiritual results. It follows, therefore, that no view of the 
ge Reformation is complete, nor, indeed, really correct, which does not recognize its 
| : transcendently religious importance; nor can any judge of Luther aright who are 
_ not in sympathy with the religious views he so strenuously maintained. The 
| 


mastake in his career. Bat the two cardinal principles of Protestantism—namely, — | 
the supramecy of Seriptare, and salvation by {sith alone—he brought out, and : 
established with triamphant force and genius. In some respects Calvin was his . 
saperior. The one began, the other gave its final form to the Reformation ; bat . 
unquestionsbly Luther's personality presents the more interesting popular figure. ; 
We trast the importance of the principles to the enforcement of which he dedicated | 
his life, will come to be more fully recognized and deeply felt, and that a quickened | 
; spiritual life throughout the Charches will be the blessed result of the present 
ebrati 
As the time of Lather’s birth draws near, the interest seems to 
A few days since, the Times said to its readers: “ We are | 
that the celebration of the centenary of the birth of 
begun in his native country, will not be without a mark 
England. At the suggestion, as we understand, of Dr. 
objects connected with the great Reformer and his work is 
Library of the British Museum, and will be ready in 
visitors.” 
to be expected that Roman Catholic writers would not let the matter pass = 
quietly, and we are not surprised to learn that they have bestirred themeclves in = | 
earnest. The Independent (New York) remarks. that “ the Evangelical Church of = | 
Germany, during her preparation for the fourth centenary of Luther's birth, has been ! 
omewhat rudely distarbed, and is not a little excited. The cause of all this trouble is 
if 
| 


The Evangelist tells us 
no more; but Mary surely would be grieved both that her sister had first been 
vexed with her, and had thereafter been rebuked by their beloved Master. No 


filled her heart at such a moment. It seems as if we saw her rise immediately from 


thought of self-satisfaction at gaining a triumph over her officious sister could have 


her place of humble audience at the Saviour’s feet, and ask Him to allow her to 


KVAWGBLICAL CHRISTENDOM. 
' The first thing that attracted his 
and her son Samuel. He reed this 
all spare time to the reading 
old neglected Bivle. The Romanists 
the Bible. Dr. Spaniding, in his 
to borrow all this fine history from Mathesius. 
and too clumsily contrived even for a well-digested 
we to believe that Lather, at the age of twenty, did not know 
chanced to discover one in the library at Erfurt? The thing 
ot at all incredible to Protestants. If this story is not true, no 
Reformation can be established. To corroborate it, Carolstadt 
been made a doctor of divinity before he had ever seen « Bible! 
never heard the Ten Commandments, the Creed, or the Lord's 
This is strong presumptive evidence in favour of Luther's 
The fe, Remaninn always chains the Bible, or locks up in 
| A. Froude speaks truly and eloquently of Lather when it observes : 
; to stand by him, for in all the great gathering be could count on 
so far to favour a disturber of the public peace. The 
€ s palace, and the next evening Luther sppeared. The presence in 
r would have tried the nerves of the bravest of men; the 
£ Emperor, sternly hostile, with his retinue of Spanish priests and nobles ; the archbishops 
and bishops, all of opinion that the stake was the only fitting place for so insolent 
Bi heretic ; the dukes and barons, whose stern eyes were little likely to reveal their sympathy, 
One of them only, George of Frendsberg, hed touched 
| Lather on the as he passed through the ante-room. ‘Little monk, little monk,’ 
t| he said, ‘ thou hast work before thee, that I, and many a map whose trade is war, never 
4 faced the like of. If thy heart is right and thy cause good, go on in God’s name. He 
will not forsake thee.’ 
“The appearance of Luther before the Diet of Worms is one of the finest—perhaps 
a it is the very finest scene in human interest. Many a man has 
bravely for a cause which he knows to be just, when he is sustained by the 
| thousands, of whom he is at the moment the champion and the representati 
; one thing to suffer, and another to encounter face to face, and single-handed, 
; spiritual and temporal authorities which are ruling supreme. Luther's 
Ff yet unshaped and undetermined, and the minds of those who had admired 
5 | him were hanging in suspense for the issue of the trial. There was on one , 
| 4 low-born, peasant monk, and on the other the legate of the dreaded power which had 
Well might George of Frendsburg say that no 
| j ee ed princes of Germany had ever faced a peril that could equal 
| AT BETHANY. 
| 
come to know that Martha wanted it ; while Martha, ashamed, but no longer angry, 
| says: “No, no; stay where you are; I can very well do it all myself.” Mary 
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insists gently, yet firmly, in speeding on the preparations for the supper; and then 
Martha joins Mary in the place she had filled alone at the Saviour’s feet, and with 
a spirit freed from haste and bustle, and tuned to deeper things, enters into fall 
sympathy with her sister’s mood, and with hushed heart and a more tender touch of 
love, sits by her sister's side, and listens to the words of heaven falling from the lips 
of Him who spake es man never spake. The effect of this little incident is never lost 
again. Martha is no longer prone to look down on her sistér's wistful disposition, 
or fret at her anhasting ways. When they are mourning their brother's loss, and 
Jesus—who has tarried so long, they know not why, at such a time—has at last drawn 
near to Bethany, it is Martha who goes to meet Him. Bat soon she remembers how 
Mary sits still at home, helpless and motionless under her weight of grief, and with 
kind pitying heart, she hastens back to bid her sister come to the great Comforter. 
By-and-bye the last feast has been prepared for Him by the ministry of hospitable 
hands, Martha toils, but with no fuss or fret, for her spirit is subdued by an awful 
sense of gratitade, love, and apprehension. Lazarus has come forth from the tomb 
to take his seat at the banquet, but He who called him thence is Himself soon to be 
laid in the narrow house. It is the last time they will be permitted to spread the 
festive table for Him, and everything must be done to show the unspeakable depth 
of their reverence and love. Nothing is to be spared that can grace the dear occa- 
sion, and all so managed as to suit the simplicity and spiritual elevation of their 
divine Master. But where has Mary gone, and what call can have been so pressing 
as to draw her away even for an instant? She returns and takes her place, as if by 
instinct, at the Saviour’s feet. Soon a fragrance fills the room, so sweet as to betray 
the secret of the costly ointment. Some find fault—but it is not Martha now. She | 
is filled, it may be, with surprise at what her sister has done, but sho sees at once how ._ 
fitting a deed it was. She blesses her sister in her heart that such a thought should + | 
have occurred to her yearning spirit. “Ah, it was right and fitting, sweet and + | 
seemly, to pour out the costly odorous offering over those holy feet, that have so a 
long travelled the pilgrimage of sorrow, to anoint that sacred person for the bury- | 
ing. Thanks, dear sister, for the thought of thy heart, and the deed thy loving ; 
hands have wrought this day for our beloved Lord.” 


THE OPIUM TRADE IN CHINA. 
Wr reproduce here a most important petition from the Protestant missionaries y 
in China against the opium trade, which was presented by Arthur Pease, Esq., | 
«.P., on the 6th of August. 5 | 
| "To the Honourable the British House of Commons. 


his duties, and leads to his steady descent, morally, socially, and physically. 


That by the insertion in the Trade Regulations of the British Treaty with China of 


The petition of the undersigned Missionaries and Ministers of the Gospel in China ) 
humbly showeth : 
That opium is a great evil to China, and that the baneful effects of its use cannot be 
easily overstated. It enslaves its victim, squanders his substance, destroys his health, | 
weakens his mental lessens his self-esteem, deadens his conscience, unfite him for 4 
Government in India with the production of opium for the market, Great Britain is in _ 
no small degree rendered responsible for the dire evil opium is working in this country. _ @ 
That the use of the drag is spreading rapidly in China, and that, therefore, the 5 
difficulty of coping successfully with the evil is becoming greater everyday. In 1834 | | 
the foreign import was about 12,000 chests, in 1850 about 34,000 chests, in 1870 about 3 & 
ay | 
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95,000 chests, in 1880 about 97,000 chests, To this must be added the netive growth, 
which duri the last decade has increased enormously, and now at least equals, if it does 


annually, has greatly retarded trade in foreign manufactures, and general commerce must 


teaching of the Gospel, it should at the same time bring to their shores a drug which de 
grades and ruins them. 

That the traffic in opium is wholly indefensible on moral grounds, and that the 
direct connection of a Christian Government with such a trade is deeply to be deplored. 

That any doubt as to-whether China is able to put a stop to opium production and 

opium-smoking throughout her dominions, should not prevent your Honour- 
able Hoyee from performing what is plainly a moral duty. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that your Honourable House will early con- 
sider this question with the utmost care, take measures to remove from the British Treaty 
with China the clause legalizing the opium trade, and restrict the growth of the poppy in 
India within the narrowest possible limits. Your Honourable House will thus leave China 
free to dea] with the gigantic evil which is eating out her strength, and will at the sanie time 
remove a great hindrance to legitimate commerce, and to the spread of the Christian reli- 
gion in this country. We also implore your Honourable House so to legislate as to pre- 
vent opium from becoming as great a scourge to the native races of India and Barmah as 
it is to the Chinese; for our knowledge of the evil done to the Chinese leads us to feel the 
most justifiable alarm, lest other races should be brought to euffer like them from the curse 
of opium. a 

We believe that in so doing your Honourable House will receive the blessing of those 
that are ready to perish, the praise of all good men, and the approval of Almighty God. 

And your petitioners will ever pray. 


In regard to the above important petition, we are informed that it originated with 
the Missionary Association of Peking. There are 231 signatures of British, American, 
and German missionaries in China connected with the following societies: The 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, the Church Missionary Society, the 
London Missionary Society, the Wesleyan Missionary Society, the Baptist 
Missionary Society, the China Inland Mission, the Methodist New Connexion, the 
National Bible Society of Scotland, the Scotch United Presbyterian Mission, the 
English Presbyterian Mission, the English United Methodist Free Church; the 
following American societies: The Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, the 
Baptist Missionary Union, the Presbyterian Mission, the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention, the Southern Methodist Episcopal Mission, the Southern Presbyterian 
Mission; and with the German societies of the Rhine and of Basel. Only four 
missionaries, we are informed, declined to sign, and of these only one because he 
disagreed with the petition. The absence of some signatures is explained by the 
fact that some missionaries were travelling in the interior, and could not be reached. 
ome this is an unanimous petition from the Protestant missionaries in 


¢ That while the clause legalizing the import of opium remains in force, the Chinese 
Government do not feel free to deal with the evil with the energy and thoroughness the 
| case demands, and declare their inability to check it effectively. 
That the opiam traffic is the source of much misunderstanding, suspicion, and dislike 
on the part of the Chinese towards foreigners. 
That the opium trade, by the ill-name it has given to foreign, commerce, and by the 
continue to suffer while the traffic lasts. 
Ca That the connection of the British Government with the trade in this pernicious drag 
: creates predudice against us as Christian missionaries, and hinders our work. It strikes 
; the as an , that while the British nation offers them the beneficent 
f 
| 
| 


effort is lost which is spent on France. See 
what streams of fertility were poured into 
other countries when the best blood of France 
was expelled during the Huguenot persecu- 
tions, 

The visit of Pastor and Madame Bogner to 
Basutoland is of very great interest, and will 
do much to call out the sympathies of many, 
not only to this Mission, but also to all the 
others supported by the French Missionary 
Society—Tahiti, Senegal, etc. 

The Swiss Mission to Basutoland is also 
increasing in numbers and interest. The 
Neuchftel and Genevan Societies have now 
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a 
1 Truly the disciples of Christ have 
something else to do than criticize one another, 


The Annie 
of sowing the seed among maritime popula- 
tions, After the successfal visit in Normandy, 
day after day, at Boulogne, about eighty rough 
children, and about 200 sailors and work- 
men, with « sprinkling of women, hear the 
clear distinct Gospel, and sing bright hymns 
and carry home tracts, Gospel sheets, Ams, 

“Tllustrated Children’s Mission 
Leaflets,” Bonnes Nouvelles, bright coloured 
sheets for stitching up, and, above all, 
Gospels and New Testan.ents. 


FRANCE. : | | 
[From our own Correspondent. } united with the Vaudois Society, and form | 
Paris, August 16,1883. | one under the new title of Mission of the | | 
Te terrific destruction of life by earth-| Free Churches of Romande, Switzerland. 
quakes in Ischin caused a shudder througb- | Some negro children are being educated in & 
out France, and, as usual, opened hearts and | Paris in view of the Senegal Mission. 
puress generously towards the survivors.) (Great complaints are made of the falling- 
Characteristically, an attractive tte is in pre- religious s0- 
paration to increase the fund. It is striking ons are made to | 
to see the very natural hope that such awful systematic laying i | 
events should bring other men to repentance reserving dona- | | 
continually dashed—-even as the Lord predicts ; with- 
men blaspheme God, and repent not. The ector. | 
Signal has « wise and striking article on the t Churches are gradually if 
rubject, in which the subject eo rarely touched | 
upon by French journaliem—the Becond th the Government schools being 
Coming of our Lort—is bronght practically | MEE the question. The general influence 
forward. The same paper gives a dolorous the forlorn 
foreboding concerning the present French on the 
generation. No ideal, no simplicity, no reaction 
fruitful families ; bat a fearful threatening the people, | 
of dying out with the moral disease of Spain ; 
bave not a national ideal,” says the writer, 
“ because we have not the religious ideal ; the | case. 
point of conscience is blunted, the spur of | 
duty is weakened, buman energy fails, indi- 
vidual strength writhes and wriggles aimless, _ 
to the detriment of national power and na- | 
tional aim; and the French race, #0 gay, | 
thrifty, and active, plunges and loses iteelf in | 
feverish spells of science, producing nought | 
but morbid aspirations and foolish ambitions.” | five wounds, of the creation of a new saint, 
We would say, God forbid! Let al! who of triduums and other prayers! What can 
can, haste to the rescue with the truth of | a people without the Gospel do on the horns H 
God! ‘No spot on earth is so intensely fer- i ) 
tile; when sown with good seed, every cha- | 
racteristic of the- French people is fitted to : 
carry the uce to the world’s ends. No| or to point in scorn to those who, leaving a 
else, fly to the resene of the perishing in : Ps 
new ways, and unusual modes of action ! ' q | 
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*J. Sampa, Treasurer, 60, Old Bond Street, London. 
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seal. Special 
is 
AMERICA. 
Tum Christian Intelligencer bas the follow-| from this city this evening, at five o'clock, 
ing: “A telegraphic despatch to the Asso-| has been changed at the President's request, 
ciated Press, dated Washington, said: ‘The | as be preferred not to begin the journey on 
“ programme arranged by the Louisville Expo-} Sunday.’ The start was postponed to 
sition Committee for the President's trip to | four o'clock a.m. on Monday. Many thanks 
Louisville, which contemplated bis departure | to President Arthur for manifesting a regard 
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are putting themselves in a way to judge for ' logical Neminary bis yey ere ' | 

| 
3 


; 
4 


275 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 
Home 

| 
| 

2 | 


% BS 


. 
4 
> 
? 
> = 
= 
2 
| 


of 
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families 
is making 
ite first 
will leave 
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£i, 
in excellen 
meeting to 
aniversary of 
in: the School 
Lewisham 
estion wae 
houses, of wh 
end 
admirable wa | 
r the comfo 
jldren are ca 
healthy -looking 
atly testified. | 
h of the Rev. ) 
; pyterian Chu | 
its most devo 
was a hard 
and Church | 
every de 1 
ve ite end the 
the people. 
in the Presby 
» forward with 
elfast mext yea 
attending the 
Philadelphia that Dr. Knox 
ock to his system that hastened & 
meetings of the Irish Baptist 
held in Regent Street Baptist 
+ devotional exercises, the Presi- ¥ 
dressed the Association, and 
President-elect, the Rev. A. * 
> took the chair amid applause. 
(the Rev. Mr. Banke, Ban- a 
he minutes, which were adopted. 
Booth, Secretary of the Baptist " 
Britain and Ireland, and Mr. 
Hope, being presetit as depa- 
Baptist Union, & resolution was 
ting to them a very hearty wel- 
> asking them to sit and delibe- 
Association. Afterwards Pastor 
gent Street Charch, invited the 
se Association to dinner, which 
» of in the School-rooms con- | 
the Clifton Street Presbyterian. | 
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The Regions Beyond speaks thus of Mr. Cameron's seven years’ wanderings 
“ At a recent mesting of the China Inland Mission, held in the 
a curious-tooking map, intersected by an irregular network of 
above the platform. It represented the Chinese Empire with 
the adjacent territories of Mongolia, Manchuria,-Corea, Thibet, 
in the corner, of England on the same scale, smaller than 
ene some ides of the vast extent of country included in the 
and in every direction, ran the bright red line, which marked the journeyings of our former 
student,—Mr. James Cameron, who haa, during the past seven years, traversed China in her 
entered some of her outlying territories, distribating the Scriptures | 
t is easy to trace such journeyings on a map ; but as the traveller 
unpretending account of his itinerations, one felt that only a | 
arance could have carried him over those 
attendant privations, perila, and fatigues. And | 
great object of Mr. Cameron's journey was never | 
ily pioneering explorations, the good seed of the | 
's Many a wayside talk did he hold with 
ree or four miles,’ he tells us, ‘one would come | 
beggar, it might be, on. one side sipping his two | 
on the listeners in front, | 
way of salvation through | 
ina, or « small corner | 
kind anywhere, and at | 
= would be speedily | 
Ox on to my very bed, | 
westion about my 
hours my visitors, usually 
’ ould erati would come, and 
De: Among many of the 
: ases of several.’ Most 
most of those he met in 
the which here and there he touched, the message 
: t probably also for the last time. Surely, if | 
of the goc aliarly than another to be followed up by . 
a We 
. Hunter says: “The Synod of China has just closed . | 
Mateer, D.p., preached the opening sermon. | | 
last meeting, the Church membership bas more than doubled. present number is 3,150. :. | 
Of this number 513 were received during the year 1882. es a 
butions amounted to 2,233 dols. The reports from all the pres y [ 
an increase in membership, but a development of Christian activity f | 
to bring their families and neighbours to a saving knowledge of the g | 
in the salvation of many souls, A large number of houses for Vt | 
built or fitted up by the Christians without aid from the mission b 
of preaching places is 142. There has been marked advance in a 
every presbytery. The present number of pupils in either | 
‘ 2,059. The standard of education has advanced, and a high 7 
secured in many schools. During the past twenty years all the e 
full term in two of the girls’ boarding schools became Christians. i 
The Missionary Herald says: ‘‘ The mission of the American Methodists in Bulgaria is va 
experiencing great trouble from the political obstructionists. The order for the closing of | 
the schools has been enforced at Loftcha, and all representations to the authorities have it 
failed to secure a reversal of the order. Politically, the outlook in Bulgaria is far from 
hopeful. Russian influence has overborne any independent action, and there is little freetom ; 
for evangelical missionaries. Still, the missionaries are holding on, and it cannot be 4a 


purpose 
reform Charch—the doing away with pictures in the churches, the worship 


industrial school at Babjijig, are connected with the mission, and meetings 
for Bible instruction are held constantly. This brother writes: ‘The Medical 
especially claimed my time, attention, and energy ever since I have been here. It is 
life-work, for which I have passed through many years of hardship, discipline, and 
peration, and at last in due time it is given me. Out-patients are seen twice every week ; on 
other days patients come for treatment before twelve o'clock, so that sufferers are seen every 
day except Sunday, and urgent cases at any time. In the course of the last four months 
about 1,000 patients have been treated, medically and surgically.’” 

The Terguman « Hakikut newspaper, published in Turkish in Constantinople, is 
editor, in introducing the subject, assigned as a reason for the publication 


In the United Presbyterian Missionary Record there is a letter from Mr. Beedie, of Old 
Calabar, from which we take the following extract: “In the afternoon we walked along to 
a village called Ufut, about fifteen minutes’ walk from Ikotana; but the people were all 
away at their work, except a very few who were left to watch thetown. We walked through 
the town, and from the number of the houses, judged that the population might be about 300. 
Our guide—Ekpenyong Ana—took us to see the ‘juju’ of the place. It was a very large 
drum inside an erection which had been built for it. It measured about 12 ft. 6in. long, 
and was about 3 feet in diameter. At one end, carved out of the same block, were the 
nude figures of a man and woman—the woman holding a child in her arma, and the man pour- 
ing liquor from a decanter into a glass, which he held ip his hand. In front ef them was 
the figure of an Iguana. This was said to be a very great juju, and pomessed of great 
power. On our return to Ikotana, we were taken to see their juju. It is « very different 
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importance for the welfare the nation, and for the right settlement of questions relative 
to religions liberty, that American missions in Bulgaria should be maintained in fall force 

| im this trying bour.” 
In regard to the revival at Adama, Mr. Christie writes: “A great interest in the truth 
here and in Tarsus, by many who have not declared themesives Pro- 
once or twice a week. This society has now a large n 
| or two ago a great disturbance was raised in the 
, the protests of members of the society against the | 
biabop. In our prayer-meeting, night before last, there 
members of society which has been formed among the 
Seriptares ; having heard in the meeting some things said 
they could not understand, they came forward im « body at the } 
propounded several questions, in a very courteous but very earnest 
were answered with equal courtesy and earnestness. They were 
hearty invitation to come and ask all the questions they liked. 
Sabbath congregation is twice what it was last fall ; here in Adana it has increased to three- 
fold its numbers before the awakening began. We consider that a small prayer-meeting 
here which counts less than five hundred.” 
The Regions Beyond writes thus of a new mission to the Armenians in Constantinople : 6 ¥ 
“ Priends and visitors to the institute will perhaps remember a young Armenian who spent 

| several years with us, and whose marked countenance, rich complexion, and bright black 

1 eyes indicated him at once as a foreigner. His name was Gabriel S. Dobrashian, and as 

| God had endowed him with superior abilities, he quickly acquired our language, and passed - - 

| very creditably through his medical course at the London Hospital. He became a ‘ Friend,’ 
| and has now undertaken, on behalf of the society, a medical mission in Constantinople, 
| designed especially for the benefit of the Armenians. A day school in the city, and an 
| 
; missionaries are gaining an influence among the people which is dangerous, and which es 
silence on the part of Moslems a confession of impotence. It is hoped that this attack may 
: afford occasion for a more free discussion of Christian truth than has yet been permitted 
among Moslems. 
AFRICA. 
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the Indians: “In striking contrast to this condition of affairs shone the Church's light at 
Lower Bralé. Mr, Walker himeelf was evidence of what can be accomplished for the 
Indian. His house was not only clean and comfortable, bat tastefully, though modestly, | 
furnished, and seldom have we passed happier days than those during which we enjoyed its 
hospitality. Mrs. Walker, who is a white woman, seemed heartily interested in the success 
of her husband's work, and desirous of doing all in her power toward enlarging its sphere 
of usefelness. Evidences of what it has accomplished we saw in the altered démeanour, 
dress, and improved habits of those connected with the mission. With them the white 
man’s plain clothing has toa great degree superseded the blanket and bright ornaments of P| 
wilder days; the cabin has taken the place of the tent, and where idleness once reigned ; | 
little pieces of cultivated ground show the dawn of industry. In fine, the Church of Christ ; | 
has here achieved quite as decided « victory, proportionately, as among our own people. | 
With these unprotected children of the prairie one may find as sincere faith, as honest : 
lives, and earnest endeavour as among those more fully blessed in precept and example. | 
Surely what the Gospel has already sccomplished for them should stir us to a more vigorous f | 
I. effort in their behalf. Our more strenuous exertions should be put forth to secure them Ba 
political protection, without which their struggle for self-eupport will be unavailing, aod ff 
to instruct them, through the channels of church and school, in the real principles of | 
civilization.” 
Ina letter to the Pittsburg Banner, the Rev. Eugene P. Dunlap, Petchabarl, says : “ Not- | 
withstanding Siam’s darkness, there is here a great open door for the entrance of the Gospel. | 
We are at liberty to preach in the bazaars, streets, chapels, court-houses, dwellings, and 
temples. Last week I visited one of the largest heathen temples in this city, when services | 
were being held there in connection with the cremation of two heathen priests. Here I met | 
a crowd of people, and talked to them about Jesus, gave them some tracts, and then pushed | 
|. out among the crowds outside. With the aid of a fellow-labourer, and some of the school- | 
boys, we sang in Siamese the hymn, ‘Come to Jesus.’ A crowd soon gathered about ua, and : | 
for almost one hour I told them of the plan of salvation through Christ. Some heard it 
for the firet time, They asked me many questions. Finally, one-in the crowd who hed 
heard me teach with the aid of the magic-lantern, begged me to come and show the pictures | 
in the temple grounds that night. I said, ‘If the high priest of the temple consents, I will { 
come.’ The spokesman at once brought the high priest. I said, ‘I am a teacher of the | 
religion of Jesus. These people beg me to teach here to-night. If I bring my pictures, g 
it will be to teach the life of the Lord Jesus.’ He said, ‘I invite you tocome.’ For more +s 
than one hour we held the crowd, estimated at from 1,000 to 1,500 people. Frequently, | 
as the pictures appeared on the canvas, the people shouted, ‘ Explain that.’ ‘Tell us more ; 
about that." Two of our native teachers were stationed in the crowd, and taught the people 
beyond our voices. After service the people crowded us with thanks, and served us with 
tea, mangoes, and palm fruit, and urged us to come next night. This whole land is open to y 
missionary effort. But if we had even one missionary to each 100,000 of the population, 
we would then have but sixty or seventy missionaries to all Siam Proper, and that would be 5 
more than twenty times our present number. Assuredly there is an open door for the Gospel | 
in Siam.” 
BEW GUINEA. 
The Independent (New York) remarks: “The Catholic Review tries to ridicule the I 
efforts of Protestant missionaries to convert New Guinea. It refers to one small branch of 4 
the mission of thé London Society as though it were all that Protestants were doing in this : 
the largest island in the world. The mission is only six or seven years old, and it is not 
according to the Protestant method to convert nations as rapidly as the Spanish friars con- : 
verted Mexico. Nevertheless, the missionaries in New Guinea have much to show, if our 
contemporary would take the trouble to find it. And where are the Catholic missionaries, 
island and tamed the savages sufficiently to make it safe and easy for them to the of 
pioneers, as they have dove in Uganda, Central Africa, and elsewhere. The Review refers | 
sarcastically more than once to the ‘ large families’ of the Protestant missionaries. Large | 
cal law binds to a state of single life.” . 
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE 70 SE HELD (v.v.) IN NORWICH, | 
OCTOBER 4, Two Foiiowrme Dare. 


Murtay Mitchell, p.p., L1.p., and Lieut.-General c.B., Secretary. 


WEDNESDAY, Octosze 17. 


Mousma, 10 to 10.45 o'clock. —Devorionat Mertina. The Rev. 
Rector of Thorpe, Norwich, to preside. 11 to 1 o’clock.—Coxreresce. Chairman, the Right 
Hon. Lord Potwarta. Resolutions on the Order of Business. “The Annual Address,” by the 
Rev. Marcus Rainsford, ».., Minister of Belgrave Chapel, London. Subject‘ The Second 
Great Commandment, and who is Neighbour?” “The Practical Resoi ” to be read 
and enforced by the Rev. J. Dy D.D., Minister of Square 
Church, London. Brief abstract of the Annual Report to be by one of the Secretaries, 


Arrzmsoox, 3.30 to 5 vor Oren Coxrenzsce. Subject—*‘‘ Tho 


at Half-past 7 o'clock. Chairman, J. J. Cotman, Esq., uP. 
Addresses by the Rev. John Stoughton, b.p., and the Rev. ; 
Subject—“ The Luther Commemoration : 1. The influence of Martin Luther upon the 
Protestant Reformation ; 2. The present condition and needs of the Reformation Churches.” 


THURSDAY, Ocroser 18. 


10 to 10.45 o’clock.—DezvorionaL The Rev. G. S. B.a., 
" Minister, Norwich, to preside. 11 to 1 o’clock,—ConreREnce. 

the Right Hon. Lord Potwaars. Addresses by the Rev. , and the Rev, E, Smith, 
Wesleyan Minister, Manchester. Subject—*‘ religious indifference existing among various 
classes, and the best means of meeting it.” Addresses by the Rev. , and the 
Rev. W. Fuller Gooch, Minister of Baptist Cha Lower Norwood. Subject— The public 
ministry of the Word of God: how can it be most effectual, ‘in power, and in the Holy 
Ghost, and in much assurance’? ” | 

AFTERxooG, 3.30 to 5 o’clock.—Merrtixc ror Open Coxrerence. Subject—“ Mission Work 
on the Continent,” ete. Opening Address by the Rev. Horace Noel, Hon. Secretary of the 
Foreign Evangelization Society. 

at Half- 7 o'clock. Chairman, the Right Hon. Lord 
PotwarTn. Address by the Rev. H. Sinclair Paterson, M.D., Minister of Notting Hill 
Presbyterian Church, London. Subject—‘‘The Divine Authority and Sufficiency of the Holy 
Scriptures.” Address by the Rev. J. A. Aston, m.a., Vicar of St. John’s, Deptford. Subject— 
“ The Christian's true usefulness in the world dependent upon his close walk with God.” 
Concluding Address by the President. 

It is intended to allow time for open conference at the Afternoon M 

Members of the Alliance and other friends of Christian Union intending to be present at the 
Conference, are requested to communicate with the Secretaries in London as carly as possible. 


COmAPPTEE OF THE NORWICH BRANCH. 


Major Hzuwry A. Cvsrrr, President. W. H. Jany, Eag. 

J. Esg. Rev. J. T. Lavarp, na. 
Rev. J, CaLsis, A. Rev. J. L. Lz Perey, wa. 
Rev. P. Consouxz, Hon. Bec. G. W. M 

Rev. G. 8.4, Hon. Sec. J.D. 8 
Rev. W. A. Rev. F. Tayzor. 

T. Mom Garawr, Rev. G. Tarior. 


Tne programme for the Conference is not quite complete, bat the following will indicate the 
general features of the arrangements :— 
TUESDAY, Ocroszr 16. ' 
bye President Alliance and by Visitors representing Foreign Branches, “The Work 
the E i a Christian Union and — Liberty.” Addresses 
by the Rev. 9 
and the Cash Statement by the Treasurer. 
| Opening Address by Captain Chapman. — © 
| 
by 
| 


eptember |, 1883 | 
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ANNUAL INVITATION FOR THE WEEK OF UNITED AND UNIVERSAL 


PRAYER AT TRE COMMENCEMENT OF THE 
The following circular, prepared by the British Branch of the Alliance, has 


us ; our own lives are all uncertain ; but we know that the 


ourselves and all our interests into. His hands, we believe that we 
ing, along with the peace of our own souls, the welfare of the whole Church 


means of 
of Christ, and of the human race. 


We remain, in brotherly love, on bebalf of the Evangelical 


Pouwartsu, President. 
Treasurer. 
ARTHUR, M.A. 
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ELD, 
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8. I REN AUS PRIME, D.D. 


PHILIP SCHAFY, D.D., LL.D. Recs. 


JANUARY 6—13, 1886. 


Hewny WILKES, D.D., President. 
4. W. Dawson, t1.p., Vice-President. {cama 
J. 8. Brack, Secretary. 
J. President. New 
G. M. Anmernone, M.a., Vice-Pres. } Brune 
D. MacRag, p.»., Secretary. wick, 
EB. Cassar. ‘ 
Guerave Moxon, M.D. Paris — 
N. .- 
J.J. Branch. 
Secretary. 

NARD ANET. 
@. RocuxpIRv. } Brussels Committee. 
O. De Bunn, Colonel, President. Swiss 
J. Secretary. Branch 


Arpreas Vow Beanxstorrr, Vice-Pres. Gorman 
Branch. 


UNGERN-STERNBERG, Sec. pro tem. 


T. H. D.p., President. 
O. Expmann, Secretary. 


Vas Vaw Catwiscx. 
Van 
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Alliance, yours faithfully, 
C. H. D.p. 
J. Vann. } 
Otoy Hansen. 
K. A. Axperssom, Secretary. { 
and 
Hewry R. Duwcax, Treasurer. 
L. @uLscK, Secretary } 
J. Gray, President. 
A. Lanna, Fice- President. 
W. Secretary. 
B.E.B D.D. Trrkish 
Guonox HERRICK. Secretaries. Branch. 
M. D. Katopormaxes, President. 
T. R. Sampson, Secretary. } Greek Branch. 
CHARLIER. . } 
BLISS, D.D. Syrian Branch. 
8. Dexnis, D.D., Secretary. 
| J. W. p.p., President. 
G. LAnsineé, D.D., Secretary. ranch. 
Joun M. Busse, 3.p., Secretary. { me ome 
J. H. Bartaon, President. } Japanese 
G. W. Kyox, Secretary. Branch. 
Vay Hevruvyrses, Bombay, Pres, } West Indian 
Pe_na™ Buan, Poons, Secretary. Branch, 
W. China. 
W. H. Laovp, Pesident. 
A. M. Secretary. Branch. 
W. M. PaTrEnson. Merc. 
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adopted by various foreign branches, and is now being circulated throughout | 
the world. Christians everywhere are earnestly requested to assist in extending the observ- | 
ance of this annual concert in prayer :— a 
Beloved Brethren in Christ,—In the consciousness of our unity in the Spirit with “ all aa 
who in every place call upon the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours,” and | 
deeply thankful for the response which bas been given by large numbers of our fellow- au 
believers throughout the world to our annual call to united prayer—e response never so | | 
y given as at the beginning of the year now past—we again very earnestly and | | 
me hyo you to come together with one accord at the beginning of the year 1884, a 
that we may pour out our hearts together before the mercy-seat of our adorable God and | | 
Father, in the name of our Redeemer, Jesus Christ. | 
Amid the tumults of the nations and the various causes of disquiet and anxiety which | | 
agitate society at this day, together with the uncertainty of all human prospects and plans, | | 
it is comforting to be able to look up together to Him whose eye sees, and whose hand | 
controls all events, public and private, connected with the interests of nations, churches, or ; | 
individuals, and to be allowed to entrust, without fear, our cares and wants to His wisdom 
from whom we have the assurance that “ He careth for us.” | 
We ask you, then, once more, to unite with us in doing this, whilet we very respect- ,! | 
fully lay before you a few suggestions, which, though by no means intended to supersede the 
voice of the Spirit in particular and special cases, may yet be found useful as indicating , 
lines of thought in which day by day the prayers, supplications, and thankagivings of 
Christians may suitably be directed. 
|. Nor let us forget very specially to thank our gracious God for the answers to united ; 
prayer to which some of us can bear witness as having been granted during the past year. ; 
In not a few cases it has been found that the Week of Prayer has been the beginning of a | 
season of real and lasting revival. The spirit of prayer and friendly union thus introduced 
among Christians has led to most blessed results. The futare in ite details is unknown to : 
en MEE reigueth, and in committing 
Organ: 
United 


~ 


3 
. ~~» ueeper sense Of the obligations to make known he Gospel to all people; that 
intelline may be established and built up in the faith of Christ; and that an ant 
. intelligent native ministry may be raised up throughout the mission field. Matt. ix. 86—88, and 
xxviii. 18—20; Rom. xi. 25—36 ; Mark iv. 8-20; Acts ii. 29—41; Joel ii, 28—82; 
1 Thess. i, 2—10, 
.f That the blessing of God may abundantly rest upon the Conference of Christians of various 
+ nations (postponed from last year) to be held (D.v.) in September next, in Stockholm. 
3 Sunpay, Jaw. 13.—“ And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one toward ! 
unblameable in holiness Godt end He may sablsh your hearts 
a. unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord esus Christ 
_ 3 with all His saints.” 1. Thess. iii, 12—13 ; Phil. iii, 90, 21. 
8 es, All who arrange for the observance of the Week of Pra are to communicate the 
raralte'to tho Secretaries of the British Alliance, It is specially 
“esired to have complete list of the places in foreign countries where 
4 
| 


September |. 1883.) 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 2°87 


LUTHER COMMEMORATION. 


In our last issue we referred to the action taken by the Council of the Evangelical 
Alliance with reference to the approaching Lather Commemoration. The following 
preliminary circular bas been issued by the General Committee recently formed :— 


+» who presided, 


tions were unanimously adopted :— 
“1. *Thata General Committee be formed,* 


“2. © That the general object of the pro- 


the blessings secured to our country by the 
Reformation, and to emphasize the great 
principles involved in y the su- 


praise and prayer meetings.’ 
“3. ‘That the details of the plan for the 
coumemoration be deferred for consideration 


at a meeting of thie Committee, to be held 
in the first or second week in September.’ 

“4. ‘That a Sab-Committee be appointed 
to prepare a circular, to be issued at once in 
the name of the General Committee, an- 
nouncing the arrangements now made.’ 

“5. *That A. J. Arnold, Esq., Lieut- 
General Field, os., and A. H. Guinness, 


convened E-q., be appointed Honorary Secretaries of 


thie Committee.’ 
“7, Adam Street, Adelphi, London, 
August, 1883. 


Rev. Atiex T., 
Colonial and 


Church Society. 
Fretp, Lieut.-General, c.s., 
E ical Alliance. 


Foreign 
Rev. Homacs, 
Foreign Evangelization Society. 


Epwaxp; 
=D 


“A meeting of representatives of various | | | 
religious societies was held at 7, Adam ; | 
Sunset, Strand, London, on Thursday, August | 
Zud, to consider the possibility of arranging 
some combined action with the view to the | ; | 
celebration, in England, of the fourth cen- 
tenary of the birth of Martin Lather. | | | 
“Donald Matheson, Esq | 
stated that the meeting had been | 
by the Council of the Evangelical Alliance, | 
who felt it to be very desirous that the various | 
Protestant Evangelical Societies should unite , 4 
in arranging for some commemoration of the mustang | 
event in November next. The desire of the ‘¢ COMMITTES 
Evangelical Alliance was, that while praise 
. should be given to God for the blessings | Evangelical Continental Society. 
secured to our country by Luther and other At*™son, H. J., Eeq., Becket 
Reformers, the great principles involved in 
the Reformation should also be emphasized. | Evangelical Alliance. . 
“ The Secretary of the Evangelical Alliance ©. 
then stated the steps which hed been taken. | Church Society. 
Some eight or nine of the societies prin- yg eee ' 
cipally interested had been invited to appoint | Mev. J. Oswann, 
representatives for a General Committee + | 
(should such be formed), and most of the " | 
societies had thus deputed members of their : 
committees, though the lateness of the | Fremutno, Rev. Canon, 
season prevented many attending the present |. Religious — Bociety. i! | 
meeting. Religious Tract Society. 
_“The whole matter was then fully con- | Gores, A. H., » 
sidered, and eventually the following resolu- | ,, H., Esq., 
Young Men's Christian Association. hie 
consisting of those present, also the repre- | yy Rev. D.J., Ms, 
sentatives appointed by various societies who . Colonial ong Continental Church Society. a 
are absent on this occasion, together with the Bible Soci 
representatives of other Evangelical societies | yy, ruzsow, 
who may be willing to co-operate, and who if 
are hereby cordially invited to do so.’ on 
posed commenioration be to praise God for tae , q 
Evangelical Alliance 
doctrine of justification by faith, by (a) ser- Hor. 
mons on Sunday, November 11th ; (4) public VERNEY ‘Sir Bart 
meetings on Monday, November 12th ; (c) ‘Evangelical Alliance, 
Warrz, Rev. B., D.D., 
Woon, F. J., -» 
British and Foreign Bible Society.” ah 


ber | 


TE REV. T. D. HARFORD BATTERSBY, VICAR OF ST. JOHN'S, 


3 


Lieut.-General Field, v.n., visited Worthing | was entirely new. The Rev. F. Cruse, who 
on July 20th, for the purpose of attending a| for many years has been a member of the 


_DEPUTATION WORK. 


supported the 


manifested 


ag Sy meeting kindly convened by | Council of the Alliance, warmly 


Mr. 


Graham Graham. The | deputation, and a deep interest was 


T. 


Elliott) presided, and a | in the account given of the extensive operations 


K. 
of 


assem 
pon the principles 
Alliense 


bled to hear | of the society, and more especially in hearing 
and 


of | of how God had used its agency for the relief 


For several years | of persecuted Christians in various countries. 


ab gave their names to become members, 


“Se 


RECEIVED 


-General Field, 


(Lieut, 


-B,, and Mr, A. J. Arnold), or to the Treasurer. 


Alliance House, 7, Adam Street, Strand, London, w.c. 
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